Abstract: In a prealpine Swiss river, the contribution of invertebrate drift to recovery after disturbance was assessed by exposing substratum trays shortly after a bed-mov ing spate, when invertebrate densities were still low. Trays of two different types were exposed in pairs. One tray was suspended above the streambed, and thus able to be colonized by drift only. The other was buried fl ush with the streambed, and thus open to colonization from all directions. Both were fi lled with natural river substratum.
